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It is recognised that the schools needs to implement a federation-wide approach to handwriting in
order for our children to have neat and legible, cursive script (later-on), as directed by Ofsted in
April 2013. Tt is also recognised that there is a direct link between writing confidence, spelling and
handwriting.

All classes, across all schools, follow the whole-school approach to handwriting.

EYFS and Year 1 write non-cursive with a lead-out and, then, by the end of Year 1 pupils follow
a cursive script.

By the end of Reception, all children have an efficient grip and form all letters accurately.
Progression towards joined, cursive handwriting begins at the end of Year 1 or as soon as a
child is correctly forming all letters, which may be earlier. All Year 1 children receive taught
joined handwriting lessons throughout the summer term.

All children join their handwriting during Year 2.

The expectation of joined up handwriting continues thereafter and forms part of the daily
routine in all classes and in all subjects.


https://plumptonrobins.wordpress.com/

The expectation and reinforcement of correct letter formation and joined-up handwriting is
continuous. If children form letters inaccurately or grip their pens/pencils incorrectly, this is
immediately rectified in order that they develop strong habits in letter formation.

Taught handwriting sessions:

Reception: Daily

Year 1: Daily

Year 2 & 3: Daily

Year 4 & 5: At least x3 per week
Year 5 & 6: At least x2 per week

Taught handwriting sessions are the minimum requirement in each class. However, some
children/classes will need more support in order to reach the required standard of neat and legible
cursive script. Daily handwriting sessions in all year groups should take place after longer holidays for
between one and two weeks.



Grip:

Teachers and support staff must ensure that all children are gripping pens and pencils correctly as
this is fundamental to fluent handwriting. Children are taught to use the Tripod grip (three fingers
supporting the pencil) or Quadrupod grip (four fingers supporting the pencil).

Pencils/Pens:

Children begin writing in pencil until their letter formation is consistent and they are able to join
accurately. At this stage they receive a 'Pen Licence'. All classes use HB pencils and black ink. The
expectation is that all children in Year 5 and 6 write in pen.

Exercise Books:

Reception and Year 1: Books with a wide line spacing are used. These should be the same across the
key stage. Children also use a handwriting book with a wide spacing and two lines to help form letters.
Traditional handwriting books can be used at the teacher's discretion.

Year 2 onwards: Books with a smaller line spacing (8mm) are used. These should be the same across
the key stage. Children also use a handwriting book with a wide spacing and two lines o help form
letters.

Letter Formation:

All staff adhere to the same formation of letters throughout the school. Please see Appendix 1,
'Letter Formation at Plumpton, Hamsey and Barcombe School'.



Appendix 1

(From Year 2) Letter Formation at Plumpton, Hamsey and Barcombe School




A |l n pl

Al 0p rese lotters Z;oin ,cm,éﬁmm, ine w’u

O N N W




